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By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
Spectal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10 — President ..

Reagan complained today that news '
“leaks’ were disrupting work on the!
budget and other matters and directed -
that White House staff members get
clearance before discussing certain
matters with reporters. :

“I've had it up to my keister with '

these leaks,” Mr. Reagan was reported
to have told aides today.using a slang |
word for rump. His comment was given
out by David R. Gergen, the White
House director of communications.
Under a new set of “‘Guidelines for

fice is to designate a small number of
White House aides to answer reporters’
questions on certain subjects. Staff
members not designated must receive
clearance from his office before an.
swering questions on those subjects.

Mr. Gergen said Mr. Reagan had be-
come upset because of what he calied
freelancing by staff members in giving
“misleading and inaccurate accounts
of the budget and other matters to re-
porters. He said it was “appalling” for
participants in sensitive budget meet-
ings later to discuss the contents of
those meetings ‘with representatives of
news-gathering organizations,

*‘The President has the right to con-'

|| against unauthorized disciosures

"about the budget

a fishbowl,” Mr.
I the new regulations are complied,
change the |

, ay White House officials conduct rela- |

tions with reporters.

|
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Many White House aides decline to
discuss sensitive matters with report-
ers, but on occasion many also engage
in a standard practioe here of making.
comments to reporters on the condition

.
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that they not be identified. :

Some White House officials were pre.
dicting this evening that this practice -
would continue even with the new!
guidelines. r

White House officials and reporters
say a range of motives lead to unauthor-
ized disclosures. In some cases, a staff
member wants something publicized to
force the President’s hand, or to pre-
vent something from happening, or
simply to vent some frustration that
cannot be expressed to colleagues.

Mr. Reagan has complained in the
past of unauthorized disclosures. There
was at least one instance in which the

BEATRATS SLAD.spbarTasing article
submit their telephone records to the
chief of staff,

Today’s directive was the President’s
strongest action to date against the dis-
closure of embarrassing information.
Mr. Gergen did not cite the issue of na-
tional security in the new campaign

Recent Stories Cited
Mr. Gergen cited recent news articles

Reagan was leaning toward military
spending cuts and certain levels of cuts
in domestic ing programs.

He also cited an article in The New
York Times last week quoting a White
House o;ag‘i:ial as terming the current
stage budget process an “‘vmmiti-
gated disaster.” o
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““That is not a view that is shared here
at the White House,” Mr. Gergen said,
adding that various' news reports of
frictions within the White House staff
were also upsetting to the President.

The new guidelines were issued by
James A. Baker 3d, the White House
chief of staff, who by coincidence was
caught today in some em

. | publicity over an unauthoritzed disclo-

sure of his own.
In an interview with The Dallas

Morning News, published Sunday, Mr.

Baker was quoted as suggesting that

Labor Secretary Raymond J.

should resign. LutMr

es that he had in i} !
charg engaged egal

labor practices as a busi

“Ray Donovan shouldn’t be there,™

Mr. Baker was - as saying.
“What'’s he thinking-about? He's got his
good name now. He's vindicated. Now
beought to do what'’s
dent.” ! :

right for the Presi- i

Today Mr. Baker issued a'statement |

of regret. ‘I have apologized to the Sec-
retary this morning that such views ap-
in the public press, and I as-

peared
sured him that he continues to enjoy the.

full support and confidence of the Presi-
dent, hesaid. ~ ~

Mr. Baker gave the interview while
hunting wild turkeys in Texas over the
Christmas holiday. An associate of Mr.
Baker’s said today that he had mistak-
enly thought that the interviewer woul

ment to other staff members in -his
memorandum on press contacts today.
At the bottom of the cow page,-he
wrote: *“‘P.S. The Presidént has refused
to make an exception'fqr interviews in
turkey blinds!” . '
The one-page set of guidelines out-
lined a set of 10 principles governing
news contacts. Among these was one
that it was ‘‘essential” that semior
White House aides “be willing to meet
with reporters on a frequent basis.” -
But the memorandum said that ‘as
the need arises,” cestain *“‘designated
hitters”” would be seipcted for answer-
ing reporters’ inquirigs, o

. .




